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The Providential Occaſion that has made them LE and 
Theme at this time, is full of Sorrow! and Grief, * the Deatlv\of 
one whoſe Life wanted-neitherMatrer: for Praiſe-nor' Imitation, 
nor 'my Heart enlargement Sraeally Batre My: A could ren 
der. me Copiouspt y Butt things :reſtraids 
my Tongue-an: yp : The too»common Abuſeiof ithis 
Daty : 1s a:Day;pub 6H Sacred things -are* abuſed; ahdl 
this has not eſcaped: the- Calamity, that either” thro'*ſtrength 
of Paſſion, where the' Relation is near and dear ; or- ſometimes 
z worſe Infirmity; thoſe who: have their Names rotting »before 
their Carkaſles,> get! chem embalmed: by , fulforn 
Falſhood at their Funeral. This abuſe has three\ great Exils.in 
it/:/. 1: It robbs the Good and' the: Great: of their-dye'Praiſe : 
A Reward that God has appropriated to the 
common. And, 2: Sar Yon9rs, robb'd of the powerful” In- 
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and =o lr Bo. envid, per- 
ſecoted | Man -for the, of Trath, .and Hom ia peace, , 
leaving his Family in Plenty and Proſperity; it is:a- clear: de- 
mog{tration'of Chriſt's Gare of; his faithful Servants: and+hijuſt - 
Reſentumear- of the Indi done to/ them; when, weimay. 
obſerve: an-inviſible, Mat conſuming the: Eſtates of their -Enc- 
mies, and an invilible Worm gnawing their-Conſciences. . | 
1. Deſtruftion is threatned to them who obſerve not. or 


"Diſpenſations of Divine Providence,' P/al-78. 3. And; 


2. Rads have as, obſervable a Nature as. any, thay »have a 
fignificant Voice, that every wiſe Man ſhould underſtand, Mic.6s 
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3+ "Death is-as great. a jallemeat'ss can'be': When 
\Sword ;Famige,' come: on a:Nation» or City; it'/but Death ti 
but thy" the! a apy of: the 'Wicked be the g 
a. frequent Death: 
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7.1. The Riobteous pepifhy \and* nb Man layeth it t0'Heart —. Not 
they are taken away from the tvil to'come. = 


4: The Death of the Righteous at" this Day is as determin'd- 


in its Language as ever, and *more, Rev. 14. 13. Bleſſed, &c. 
from henceforth - 1 ſhall give this Paraphraſe of it, according 
to my imperfect 'Scheme of that Book. ' We are now about 
the time" of the Death of the Witneſſes, which tho' it be' a ſe- 
vere ſtroketo the Militant Church, a' time' of Faith and Pati- 
ence for the Saints, ("the repeating of that Index, Rev. 11, 13. 
a' great Earthquake in Sicily, is ſuch an Argument for it, that 
Fknow not -how we can disbelieve it, without ſaying God de- 
ns to deceive us in his Providence, which is the beſt Com- 
ment ( by*fulfillment*') of theſe Prophecies, for a greater ne- 
ver 'was : The DeſtruQtion of Sodom and Gomorrah, tho' it hath 
ſome Likeneſs, yet no: Equality 'nor Proportion to it, whether 
we'compare' the number of Cities, People, or ſulphureous Lakes, 
the Largeneſs of the place, or the Dreadtulneſs-of the Manner ; 
beſide another Yulcannew erefted, or a mouth of Hell open'd ) 
yet it is an 'Harveſt for the' Triumphant, Rev. 14. 157 God 1s 
now \gathering'/all the Righteous out of the Earth, that he may 
ſet the Earth on flames. Rev. 14. 18. The Angel that has power 
over fire « This Fire is'' the Wine-preſs of Divice Wrath, 
wherein: the' Wicked':are' to be'trod down.” Lore muſt be re- 
moved from” Sodom, before the ſulphureous Flames be- kindled. 
The Harveſt'of the Righteons muſt precede the Vintage of the 
Wicked ; the 'Salt of the: Earth' muſt 'be gone, before its Cor- 
ruption come. There was a Spring-time of the Goſpel in the 
Apoſtles time, the-Summer of Perfecution follow'd: Now is 
the-Harveſt, and the Winter 'to the Wicked is at the Door. 
- Butir is more than'time to return to' my Text, the firſt 
Verſe whereof affords this DoCtrine : 


| That the Spiriz &f God doth often immediately pen the Praiſes of 
the Righteous at their Death, -and write their Elegtes. | 


The man who was raiſed ap on high, the Anoynted of- the God of 
Zacob, the ſweet Pſalmift of 1ſrael. - Same Commentators expound 
all the fourth Verſe'ro be” of this” nature, and to have David 
for-the ſubject. It 1s very (obſervable, - that nat only the great 
men . that-are wicked, arc'often buried in- Oblivion, as the moſt 
0-5 .of 


of the Monarchs of the firſt and-greateſt 'Empire, but" ſome 
good meu too: God induſtriouſly(Deur: 34.6.) hides the”Se- 


. Pulchre and obſcures-the»Tomb-of -'a"great Moſer, "while" he 


eretts Monuments. of Praiſe and Records of Memorial*for: the 
mean and Low, who have been Faithful in their Generation; 
Gen, 35. 8. Debora'ans aged Womaniy"and bur a Nurſe,” moſt 
have an Allan Bathithy an Oak of Weepiny erefted for her; aid 
the Epitaph muſt-have a room made” for it in'Sacred Writ: 
So mult Elzezers Fidelicy, and''Doreass' Coats ''of Charity; the 
Bed, Table, Stool and Candleſtick for the Prophet; the'Barley 
gleanings, the parched Corn and Vinegar, Ebedmelech”s\Clouts,  - 
Rahabs (talks of Flax, the Widows Mite; and'"thei 'W ottrats 
Alabaſter box of Oyntment. Should! not/we -be followers 'of 
God in this alſo? D672 5 64459, 203 
The ſecond Obſervation fromthe Text, is; Gods great Mer. 
cy towards David in the Circumſtances of his Dearhy not? only 
that ſach a Man of War ſhould dye in- Peace; | but ſhouldvenjoy 
the uſe of his Underſtandingand Tongues thedbaſty yea''the 
condudtt of the Holy Spirit forthe Guidance and) Dire&tion-of 
both. - Theſe' are the laſt Words of David." The Spirit of the: Lord 
{pake by me, and bis Word was in my Tongue ; the'whole of 'Pſwl. 
72. witneſleth 'further, wherein 1s contained his laſt : Prayer. 
Theſe laſt words of | David may be -dividedvinto theſe three 
beads: 1. His laſt Will and Advice to/his Family: 2: HisAc- 
knowledgment of his Infirmities, fetting them-op'as [Sea-marks 
or -Buoys-to-;prevent their Shipwrack. - 3. His Profeſſion of a 
ſecur'd and allured Salvation; notwithſtanding theſe dangers, . 
that he might engage them never to forſake their Fathers God, - 
and their -Fathers Covenant, .that could fuit and comfort: a man 
toſled among the Storms-of Temptations, 'the Sand$ or Shelves - 
of Sin,' and-Rocks of Death:and Judgment, Nene 
Eirſt, His Advice to his- Family, eſpecially his' Sons, conſiſts - 
id theſe three things, 1- Juſtice, 'v. 3: He that: ruleth: over mer. ' 
muſt be juſt. Honelty is far before Honour ; - the latrer 4js-but an 
abuſe cf the word without the former : The Lord forbids: ſeek- 
ing for great things in this World, bat commands the provid 
of things hane(t,.3n_ the fight of all men.. Iojaſtice io ſuch' a Poſte- 
rity would have the aggravation-of* vile degeneracy, -it would be © 
a-diſowning of their Father, and preferring the Name of a Mo- 
xal Baltard before the:San of -an-Uptight:Devie. : my" > | 
TIS... 


FE widing. in the fear-of 'God-z, 


about : 1 King. 2- 3« Keepthe charge of | 
Keep and for all-abe.Commendaien of the+Lord your God; 
Seek for them, what is of his appoidtment, and what not; and 
keep them, ſin not againſt Knowledge: Pal obtained Pardon, 
becauſe. he did it 3gnarantly. Seek and keep all of them; thou 
-obcyeſt, nope becauſe God has: cammanded if knowingly thou 
Mix./apy/;- his: is the roo commos: fin of Parents, to ſeparate 
| 04s Picty in the Education of their Children : If they 
good Husbands, and Moral or Civil, they care for no more ; 
bur they will. more and more find [that a vain attempt to have 
their Children hone# : without Religion, both in- the Root and 
Profeſlian of it, it-is as: impoſſible as to-have a Pifture withour 
the Canvaſe it's drawn on, or a Shadow with6ut the Subſtance, 
ara Bloſſom preſerved without the Root. 1. It is Worſhip 
and, Religion that God has annexed his Promiſes to. Pſa. x. 
King. 2. 3.1: Chr. 281.8. 2: It isto attempt 'the keeping of a 
part. of an Indiviſible thing! without the. other, as if a Spiritual 
Being coul@ be parted;' 5g. It'is to attempt to-preſerve the Da- 
ties of the Law withaut Matives, the Awe of God, Fear of his 
- Wrath, or-Love of ;his Goodneſs: We may ee the ſucceſleſneſs 
of it in; the-Debancbery of the Age; ſince Religion and Profeſſion 
of it came in; ſo! much contempt, on'that ground can we think 
Godi wilt take care of 'aur Children, when we take no care of 
onr Childrens fearing God:? Do we think Children a fit ſub- 
jeft for |Libevry | of .Confrience ? If they are, Baptiſmel Borids 
are's moſt grievous Yoke'impoſed an Parents, to train up Chil- 
.Gren in the Knowledge: of Gad, Father, Son and 'Holy Ghoft, 
and to bring them within the Bond'of the Covenant with the 
biefed Trinity. Arthird Advice is aboat-their Company, which 
is comprebended verſe. 6,7, in ſhunning; the Society of Beljahires, 
Tuch-men'as Foeb/ and Shimes it's like, for theſe - are . named, 
1 King. 3. Two things are remarkable about them. 1. Who 
they are.” 2, Why: their: Company fo dangerons.. (1.) The 
Belialices are men without Yoke, men 'of no-Conſcience, no Pro- 
feffion, Atheiſts ;- they could be of - any Profefiion, that which 
was moſt for theiv /Profic, or their Humour, bar were really 
of no Principles, under no Law 5/ if they took up any, it was . 
as they! do' the” Faſhion 26d Cuſtom-of the Place they live in, 
for Company :  A-mdn' had better 'be a Quaker, Papiſt, &c. of 
Ke any 


|  £ Wii 
any SeQt, rather than a" Belzalvy of no Religion ;: an atheiſt 
cal profane Crew, that can give'ns other Anſwer to 'any Que- 
ition of Religion, about the Governour and Judge of the World, 
or their Souls Condition, than to grin like an Ape; as if their 
Reaſonable Souls by Debauchery were degenerate into Riſible 
ones. The Spamards ſay, that Don Quixot has' ruin'd the Con- 
rage of Spain ; and Sir William Temple who recordsit, ob- 
ſerves, ** That we are like to exchange.the Riches,the Religi- 
** on, the Wſſdom of the Nation, for this Ridiculing Hoamour 
* by Fools call'd ir. Never did theſe Vermin ſwarm thicker 
than at this day, ( which makes with the former twe Marks, viz. 
the Death of the Righteous, and Earthquakes in divers placesy/a 
Triple proof that the day of Judgment is at hand. 2 Per. '3. Theſe 
are the. Scoffers of the lf days, ſaying, Where is the Promiſe of "bis 
coming? ) (2.) Why their Company is ſo dangerous- '1c./The. 
Text ſays, becauſe of their UntraCtableneſs ; they are as apt- to 
hurt a man if he come in their Company, as Thorns to. prick a 
man-if he touch them ;; there is: need of being fenc*d with Iron 
if he come nigh them, they wonnd-ſo mortally z for a man muſt 
either comply with -their' Company, then his very - Soul and 
Conſcience is wounded; or he muſt reſolutely them, and 
then there muſt be War, Oppolition, Quarrelling, Diſpating : 
If the former, he is a Proſelyte to the Brutal and an 
initiated Member. of the Congregation of: Evil-doersz if. the 
latter, there is both need of Arms and Armour ; and what man 
will frequent that Company where. he muſt always be uneaſie, 
always contend, and be in danger. of his Life? A Secand Reg- 
ſon 1s, Becauſe their End- is DeſtruQiion, They ſhall: be ueterly 
burnt with Fire. Who would walk with men that are poi 
trait to Hell? Who would live with men that have, 
of uncurable Plagues porn upon them, when their Company 
is ſo infetious ? May be it has prevail'd already ſo far on thee, 
that when out of their Company thou chooſeſt not the ways.of 
Life and Peace, and returns again to the ſame withont "the 
leaſt Antidote, what caoſt thon look for but tbe Death of the 
Wicked that liv'ſt their Life? For as the Tree falls, ſo it 
will lye. . © that Children who have diſobey?d the Commands 
of Parents when alive, would at leaſt let their laſt Will be ſa- 
cred with them : This Solomon obſerv*d long, though at laſt too 
much forgot it. How highly oy God commend the Rechabites, 
Jer, 


[$] 
r, as. for obeying their Fathers ſevere Commands, to drink 
ee Ve hyp in Tents ? So highly diſpleaſed mnſt he 
be with them, who difobey molt neceflary and eaſie Precepts. 
The Text and'the Time both, though not the Occaſkon, where 
 wuch Love and Duty dwells, obliges me to this, 

The decond thiog is, the Acknowledgment -of his Infirmities, 
dfithongh my Houſe, — altho he make it not 0 grow : For the Matter 
of it, tho it's not an Auricular or particular Confeſſion, or in 
order to a Prieſtty Abſolation, yet from the Knowledge of his 
Life we may gueſs at the ground of his Grief. 1. Dewd had 
mach Guilt on his Conſcience; tho he was a mar according to. 
Gads Heart, yet his Perfe&ion was not finleſnefs ; he was not 
of 'the Quakers Principles, to boaſt of his PerfeCtion ; but did 
mourn over his loiquities, though committed ſome Twenty, 
eshis Murder of Uriah, ſome Forty years before this. 2. Da- 
wid had many Deſigns toffuilfil, /he wanted to reap the Comfort 
of his Labours, as to his own Honfe or the Houſe of God ; he 
had conquer'd all bis Enemies round abeut, and now he 'want- 
ad'toexjoy a triumphant Peace, and plentifull poſſeflion : He 
had Ads/cs-live brought the People to the borders of the Land 
af Beſt; but ke maſt not 1o' over to'poliefs that beautiful 

Mpancain of Zibawn, tho' ke beggd hard for it. [He had with 
molt indoftrious Pains, nnd incomparable Expences, prepar'd 
=} Materials :for the Houſe of God, 1 Chror. 28. and God will 
"mot bot view lay ene - apo _— = all that. '?ſal. 146. 
&n 'that hs s periſh : a [mans Purpoſes, 
Sevetiey hover Cond or ufefull, periſh when the appoinred 
Hour comes. 3. Davids Children were. not ſo with God as the 
would have had:them';, there:had deen Inceſt, Murder .and Re- 
Sellivo among them; and-thefe who furviv*d, tho ſdine of them 
lovely Children, and wiſer than their Father , and the root 
of 'the' Matter inthem'ten, Soom: the moſt wiſe, was beloy?d 
of the 'Lord, and the Lord heard /his Prayers -again:and again, 
vet that Zeal that the Old Man had for God was not inhim. 
+ Davids Grace did not grow, or td and flowriſb, 2s the Ori- 
inal has it; he had Faich, but it did not flourifh in the plea- 
Bloſſoms of Joy :and Afſucance, '7ſal. 51. 8,12. The Foy 

thy Salvation, 'that he wanted. Fhe temporal-Afflitions'thar 
ate 'Godly meer with for -thetr: Backfidings, might be ſofficient 
Wurnings md Mocives to-others, to walk more circumſpe&ly 
ard 
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and Watchfully all their days. Here is an Intimstion of twen- 
ty years Deſertion, and the Hour of Death fill'd up with the 
dreadfal afpe&t of Guilt, The Counſel of dying Perſons, about 
Religion, about Conſcience, about Duty and Sin, ought to be 
highly eſteemed ;, then they feel how evil and bitter a-thing 
it is to ſin. againſt God : If we fee our righteous Fathers groaning 
over and ſmarting for their Infirmities on their Death-bed, 
what may we expect if we get our Souls for a Prey ? 

The third Thing is, what was David's Comfort under the 
ſenſe of approaching Death, thus arm'd with: the Terrors-.of 
his own &. -- wad... Frowns of Om It is corey no: 
niean Cordials, no Temporary t can ſupport his fainkiog 
Spirits then : Rooms fall of Gold, the any of all our 
Friends and Relations, the ſweeteſt Harmonies of Mulick, the: 
daiatieft Diſties, the ſtrongeſt Cordials, and moſt skill'd Phy- 
ſicians , the only Helps a Man muſk betake himſelf to, are Spirita- 
al,, for the Carkaſs periſhes. If a Man be not skil'd in Diviok 
ty, and. have ſome Spiricual Fe perienees, there is [ 
that can bring, any ſhadow of reliet to him, but it is not. every 
Divine. either that can adminiſter to himſelf or others ſupport 
againſt Del, the? that is he caly Sejance that anany relief. 
Some expound-the 3, 4, 5, Yerſe:, as ſo-many different Topicks 
of relief to. his Condizion ; 1. Experience, The Spiric \ Gang Lord 
ſpoke by me : Shall God-let me periſh, to whom» be given 
his Holy Spirit in ſuch a meaſure ? Bub this might. be bafit'd, 
God has taken his Spirit from thee, thou baſt fino'd away. that 
Grace ;z a deſerted. and tempted. Soul _ is full of Error, and 
either may not believe the rine of Perſeverance,. or. may. 
miſtake the Graces- of the Spicic for Gifts, fuch as Zalaam 
had. 2. The Natnre of the. Bleſſed Trinity, The God: of 1/racl, 
the Rock of Iſrael, the Spirie of the Lord; the- Attributes of 
God, the. Mediatorial- Offices of the Son, and ſweet Influences 
of the. Spirit : But theſe may all become Thoughts of Ter- 
ror and Dread to. a. Soul, without ſome ſight of, an. lntereſb 
in them; as Peter, Onpqs from me, for 1 am .a. ſonful Aus, 
and Adaw when he heard 'God's. Voice hid: himſelf in the Gar» 
den: Therefore David, 3. Finally concludes on- the Coye- 
nant of Grace, as that thorough: which: the ſpiritual Experi- 
enices were convey'd, and as that which , contain'd. the Terms 
of his kntereſt in God, its Properties and Articles, did —_— 
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all Objeftions, the Diſeaſe conld never be too ſtrong for its 
Balſams, nor the poyſon'd Arrows of Death could never drink 
vp its comforting fpirits : This affords the DoQtrine 1 intend 
for the ſubject of the following Diſcourſe. 


Doft. The Covenant of Grace is able to comfort all the Cove- 
nantees in it, againſt the Aſſaults of Death, arm'd with the 
moſt dreadful Stings that the Law, Sin, Satan, or Deſertion 
can afford to it. 


This is the Honey we may eat out of the Carcaſe of this 
Lyon of the Tribe of 7«da ; this is the rich Legacy left by 
his Will to all that are in Covenact with God ;' this is his ad- 
vice to all' = Sinners, as ever they would be ſafe at death, 
be ſure to be in Covenant with God. We have not this on 
his Experience only, he found it ſo at Death, nor on his Te- 
ſtimony only ; the word of a King is too weak a Pillar tv build 
the Salvation of our Immortal Souls upon; nor on the Teſti- 
mony alone of the Spirit of God ſpeaking by him : But the 
ſame Spirit ſhows us the reaſon of the thing alſo, by ſettipg 
down a Copy of this well-order*d Covenant, which I ſhall Ana- 
lyſe in theſe ſeven ſeveral Heads, that are ſo many Arguments 
to prove the Truth of this Doctrine: Its (rt. ) Divinity, 

2. ) Perſonality. ( 3.) Graciouſneſs. ( 4. ) Everlaſtiogneſs, 

5-Y Order. (6.) Sureneſs. (7.) Its PerfeCtion, as to Salva. 
tion or Satisfaftion. Having ſhewn from each of theſe apart, 
and mach more from all put together, with how much fatis- 
faQion every Covenanted Soul may dye, whatever be the Im- 
perfe&tions or blaſts upon the growth of their Grace, or what- 
ever be the diſorder of the Aﬀairs of their Houſe, whateyer 
terrible uſe Satan may make of them, or ſorrow we may have 
from them, yet we may fafely lay down our Corps in the 
Daſt, and bid Farewell to Sun, Moon and Stars, to the Crea- 
tures below us, and our Friends about us, and ſay, Welcome 
Fellowſhip of Angels, Hail ever bleſſed Creator, Redeemer 
and 'SanCtifier; I come, I come, hel? me thorough this pain, 
goide me thorough this dark Valley of Death, diſpell this only 
remaining Cloud between me and that Sun of Righteouſneſs. 
F ſhall conclude with ſome uſefull Application, having proved 
and explained this Truth, 
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(1.) There is the ' Divinity of the! Covenant, the more of God 
that there is in any thing,” thermore of Goodneſs there maſt ihe” 
in it ; ' for there is none good but, God : God is 1: The Au-; 
thor of this Covenant, he harb riade. | The like- expreſſioh we 
find J/a. 55.3. Fer-13. 31. Man that was but of Yeſterdayprconld i 
never make an Everlaſting, Covenant/; Angels that:are :chargd! 
with folly,” and are©yer-Students: of its Myitgries] 1:Perut. 2:21 
could never bring things 'confounded by Sin into'/Order again'z/ 
this Politick Union is tounded on the Perſonal: Union of iSmr-/ 
manuel. Who could have contriv*d' that ? 'Who:could: have! 
contriv*d a Righteouſneſs to/ranfwer ithe: broken Lawiofiths! 
firſt Covenant ? There are-two moſt' comforting ark: 
ſes from Gods being Anthor of the Govenant;i thei'Ge 'O 
the end, and wiſe contrivance of the Means: ' 1. The: Goodneſs 
of the End ; Perſons that have any Grains of Honeſty left; when? - 
they enter a Confederacy with athers; deſign a) mutual Advan-- 
tage. - It is a meer Cheat-to- draw Perſons -into: a'Commerce;! 
or Policy they can get no-goad,/ butihart:by; But, God can'res? 
ceive no Good, Pf. 16. Our goodneſs extends not ro: himt;, 'abd his 
Glory conſiſts in giving, that we may: ſee there is: ſuch-an in-! 
exhauſtible Fountain of Goodneſs and Bleſſedneſs-in him, that” 
when Sinners have receiv*d-a- fall. Salvation, Guile a 'compleat 
Pardon, and. all empty deſire-a full ſatisfa&tion /- meafur'd out: 
by Wiſdom, fo that it may not ſatiate, but ſtill/preſette: ſo fat” 
the Deſire, as to delight in receiving ;z-all * muſt. 
be ours : If any part of this Deſign ſhould fail of making us , 
compleatly happy, ic would reftect-on Divine: Alſufficieticy, it" 
would eclipſe his Glory: ++ Weare-made Sons'by Covenant, and 
will a Father ſee his-Children ſtarve-while he: poſſeſſes ary, ching I) 
2. The wiſe Contrivance of the Means ; there/is' not 'one Ar- 
ticle of the Covenant that we. would: defire left aut; or:006: 
Article we could defire added to it;/ if our Underſtandings were 
come to a mature perfeCtion-to jadge of ſach a Concern,-z Cor. 
3. 22. Death is ours, we would rather want-it; but how: fhallwe' 
get to Heaven without Dearth, for Fleſh" and Blood cannot-eaterit Þ 
Or how ſhall this Earth be chang'd into- a/glorious Conditions 
without Death ? There are many more we know not; 
all things preſent are ows : We would rather want\many'of oar 
preſent, Conditions and Circumſtances, Sicknelsz Poverty, te. 
but ( Rom. $.) all theſe works together» for our good. 1f-this! 
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